Facilitating Interdisciplinary Science with the Beija-flor 

Luiz M. Horta1
1National Institute for Space Research (INPE), Rod. Presidente Dutra, km 39, Cachoeira Paulista, SP, 12630-000, BRAZIL,  luiz.horta@cptec.inpe.br
Beija-flor is a distributed, XML Web-based metadata search and data retrieval system to assist researchers in accessing scientific data maintained by other researchers from the Large Scale Biosphere-Atmosphere Experiment in Amazonia (LBA). It is used during data collection, sharing, and documentation development phases and will continue to be used after the data have been archived. Beija-flor provides the data search and sharing functionality by harvesting and organizing metadata that are then accessed and reviewed by the users. Data providers and scientists use the LBA Metadata Editor to provide metadata to Beija-flor by properly formatting it and saving the files of information in either of two locations/nodes: CPTEC/INPE or ORNL/NASA. Each Beija-flor system/node harvests metadata contained in the files stored at both nodes. The harvested metadata are stored in a database that is available for search and retrieval by users. Sharing of harvested information by the Beija-flor nodes enables LBA participants to access information about all registered data.
