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Session Abstract:



Government departments and publicly owned corporations produce, process, and store vast amounts of data and documents in their operations. This huge collection of information, known generally as Public Sector Information (PSI), not only is vital to the continuous functioning of public institutions, but holds tremendous value and potential to the general public. Often the PSI is in digital forms and is made available online, and increasingly some governments are evaluating or promoting its reuse. Many PSI resources are geospatial, statistical, health, socioeconomic, and scientific databases, either produced through public research or of great value to researchers. 



This session will review some of the current practices and challenges in providing full access to, and in facilitating better reuse of, Public Sector Information, with a focus on public data resources. The session will start with an overview of the social and economic costs and benefits of releasing PSI to the public for unrestricted reuse. PSI practices and data policies in Australia, South Africa and Taiwan will be presented so as to initiate a discussion among the participants on the various legal, policy, and technical issues of putting PSI online for general reuse. 

Papers to Be Presented:

1. “Public Sector Information Online: Measuring the Social and Economic Costs and Benefits”, by Paul Uhlir, Director, Board on Research Data and Information, National Academy of Sciences, USA (Email: PUhlir@nas.edu), and Raed M. Sharif, Adjunct Professor and Ph.D. Candidate in Information Science and Technology at the iSchool of Syracuse University, USA (Email: rmalshar@syr.edu)

Abstract:

Governments and their administrative agencies continuously create, collect, manage, and store vast quantities of digital data and information, including a broad range of scientific and technical data, and increasingly disseminate much of it online. There is a growing recognition by both the public and private sectors of the importance of such public sector information (PSI) to the economy and society. Despite this recognition, there is surprisingly a poor understanding of how PSI is actually used, especially by individual users, its economic and social value and impact, and of the effects of different access and use policies. There is a concomitant lack of comprehensive or detailed empirical data about the users and effects of PSI disseminated on the internet, and of the different policy approaches to the dissemination of PSI. 

This presentation will describe some of the issues in measuring the economic and social effects of PSI and summarize the methodologies used in such assessments.

2. “Considerations for Information Accessibility of Very Large Datasets”, by Puneet Kishor, Fellow, Science Commons; Department of Forest and Wildlife Ecology, University of Wisconsin-Madison, USA (Email: kishor@wisc.edu)

Abstract:

Accessibility is a complex property of information, a composite of several different indicators that measure the ease with which one can get to and work with information from another source. These different indicators of accessibility scale differently with the size and scope of information. As the datasets get bigger, some indicators remain constant, some scale linearly, while others may scale in a more accelerated manner. At the University of Wisconsin Carbon Modeling group, we are building a very large, spatially accessible U.S. national climate dataset for ecosystem process modeling that is bringing up unique challenges and lessons for accessibility in the multi-Terabyte scale datasets. This paper describes the problem, and the information accessibility challenges and lessons learned while putting together its solution.

3. “How the Data Commons Is Being Built Using Open Content Licences”, by Anne Fitzgerald, Professor, Faculty of Law, Queensland University of Technology, Australia (Email: am.fitzgerald@qut.edu.au)

Abstract:

(Pending)

4. “The Value of PSI for Socioeconomic Development in South Africa: Opportunities and Challenges”, by Raed M. Sharif, Adjunct Professor and Ph.D. Candidate in Information Science and Technology at the iSchool of Syracuse University, USA (Email: rmalshar@syr.edu)

Abstract:

In this presentation, I discus different PSI policies and practices in South Africa.  I will also discuss whether, and if so how, PSI is utilized by South African organizations working in the area of socioeconomic development research and policy activities (e.g., poverty, public health, employment, education, etc). The specific cases and examples I will present and discuss explain how can these organizations maximize the value of the PSI and transform it from a source of potential value to a source of actual value to their socioeconomic development research and policy activities. Finally, I will share some of the important obstacles facing these organization in identifying, acquiring, and utilizing the PSI, as well as some best practices and organizational factors that facilitate these processes. 

5. “Public Licenses for the Public Sector: Some Experience from Taiwan” by Tyng-Ruey Chuang, Associate Research Fellow, Institute of Information Science and Research Center for Information Technology Innovation, Academia Sinica, Taiwan (Email: trc@citi.sinica.edu.tw)

Abstract:

Documents licensed under public licenses, such as the Creative Commons Licenses and the GNU General Public License, can be freely redistributed and reused. The public sector generates a huge amount of documents and publications, of which the majority need to reach to the citizen and various stakeholders. We will present some case studies from Taiwan on how public licenses are used in the public sector, with an emphasis on the practices in publicly funded cultural and research programs. Although increasingly there is awareness of the Creative Commons Licenses and open source software licenses, the use of these licenses in government departments, publicly own corporations, and funding bodies remains rather limited in scope. We will discuss some of the barriers to wider dissemination of public sector information (PSI) in Taiwan, and propose that major policy decisions are needed in order to further open up Taiwan’s PSI.

