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The importance of free access to Antarctic data and information is a central component of the Antarctic Treaty.  This poster introduces the SCAR Standing Committee on Antarctic Data Management (SCADM) and explains how it is assisting SCAR in the fulfillment of the data management obligations imposed by the Antarctic Treaty (section III.1.c): “Scientific observations and results from Antarctica shall be exchanged and made freely available”.

SCADM comprises representatives of the National Antarctic Data Centres or national points of contact. Currently 31 nations around the world are represented in SCADM.

Initially, SCADM and its predecessors focussed on the coordination of the Antarctic Master Directory (AMD) – an internationally accessible, web-based, searchable record of Antarctic and Southern Ocean data set descriptions. While this is still a major part of SCADM’s mission, the focus now is also on the implementation of the SCAR Data and Information Strategy and further development of the Antarctic Data Management System defined in the strategy.

The poster provides examples of some of the SCAR data products that have been developed to serve the wider community and stakeholders.  It also provides details of the new SCAR Data and Information Strategy, which provides a clear roadmap for the development of Antarctic data sharing and preservation into the future. 

The poster highlights the recent developments in which the committees responsible for SCAR’s data and information management have worked with the International Polar Year (IPY) community, and subsequently with the Polar Information Commons (PIC) to help establish the framework for long-term stewardship of polar data and information.
