
Proposal for a Speial Session at CODATA 2010Data At RiskSession Organizers:Elizabeth GriÆn1 & W.L. Anderson21Herzberg Institute of Astrophysis, Vitoria, BC, Canada. E-mail Elizabeth.GriÆn�nr.g.a2Praxis101 and University of Texas, Austin, TX, USA. E-mail: band�am.orgABSTRACTSiene relies heavily, often ruially, upon reorded measurements (\observational data") aswell as on laboratory and theoretial fats (\laboratory data"). The furtherane of knowledge,ahieved through progress in researh, depends upon eÆient aess to all those data. Researhnowadays requires data to be digital. New experiments and measurements ful�l that require-ment, but some sienes depend signi�antly upon measurements that were made before thepresent era of digital-everything. Those earlier, non-digital data may be on photographi �lmor plates, magneti tapes, punhed paper tape, paper or other paper artefats. But those kindsof physial media deteriorate { rapidly so if not orretly stored { so the preservation of thedata whih they reord annot be assured.While all digital data are in some danger of loss through erasure, software or hardware hangesor ats of vandalism, the data whih onern us here are sienti� observations whih pre-datethe digital era. Beause the e�ort to reover the information whih they ontain is not small,those data su�er from (at the very least) benign neglet, and beome regarded as unwantedsimply beause they annot easily be aessed or inorporated into researh. They are inonstant danger of being disarded on that sore alone; indeed, the human fator in their fatean be as threatening as physial ageing.This Speial Session is programmed for two sequential 90-minute slots. The �rst desribes datain the \At Risk" ategory in di�erent sienti� disiplines through invited papers in the �elds ofbiodiversity, oeanography and astronomy. The seond (an open roundtable) session will invitepartiipants to inform the meeting about other ases not ited, and will enourage disussionsabout possible remedial ations to pursue.


