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The ICSU World Data System (ICSU-WDS) was created in October 2008 by the 29th General Assembly of ICSU, replacing the ICSU World Data Centre system and the ICSU Federation of Astronomical and Geophysical data-analysis Services. The WDS Scientific Committee (WDS-SC) was appointed by ICSU to implement and administer the activities of the WDS with strategic advice provided by the ICSU Strategic Coordinating Committee on Information and Data (SCCID). 

Both SCCID and WDS-SC identified the importance of ongoing information exchange and coordination between the various international and national efforts that have been initiated to deal with the current explosive growth of data and information.  Examples include—but are by no means restricted to— the International Polar Year Data and Information System (IPY-DIS), the new CODATA-sponsored Polar Information Commons (PIC) and the Global Research Data Infrastructure project GRDI2020.  This Panel Discussion or “Town Hall” gathering is intended to provide an informal setting for exchanges of information, responses to questions, coordination of plans, etc, for which the 22nd CODATA Conference provides a unique opportunity.

